294.   MY NOTES
PATIENCE BEARS SWEET FRUIT
I am aware that readers of Navajivan are eager to know my
views about Council-entry. It is not easy for me, however, to give
my views. If it was the first time the problem had been raised,
I could have immediately replied that we should not enter the
Councils. My opposition to Council-entry stands. The Congress,
however, has allowed the advocates of Council-entry to seek elections*
and some of them have already entered the Councils. Under these
circumstances, it is as difficult to answer the question what should
be done as it is easy to ask it. Moreover, the advocates of Council-
entry are eminent leaders of the nation. I should first understand
from them their reasons for this decision. Several of them have
made big sacrifices and served the country long. Their patriotism
is inferior to nobody else's. I do not, therefore, wish, and leaders
too would not expect me, to express any views before studying the
question carefully. The value of my views depends on their being
the result of careful deliberation. I have also to take care lest I
thoughtlessly enable the Government to use my views for its own
purposes. Hence I request readers to be patient for the present.
In my humble opinion, the most important task before us to-
day is to repair the breach in Hindu-Muslim unity which has oc-
curred at many places. Till there is genuine love uniting the followers
of the different faiths, we should not hope for swaraj or prosperity.
I am folly convinced that, without such love, all our efforts will
be in vain. I am eager to give my views about how the breach
may be repaired, but I request readers to have patience in this
matter also. I must discuss this problem, too, with the leaders,
MEETING LEADERS
I am being acquainted with the situation by Bharat Bhushan
Pandit Malaviya, Hakim Ajmal Khan Saheb, Paadit Motilal and
others. I aia trying to understand their points of view. Maulana
Mahoiaed Ali has wired to say that he will be coming in a few
1 The specif session of the Coagsess held at Delhi in September 1923
permitted the Swaraj Party to contest the elections which were to be held
by the. end of the year. Later, in December when the annual session of the
was held at Cocanada, the dbcted members of the Swaraj Party
to enter tfete